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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting Oct 6 DrR Hately: Local Peas 


Nov 3 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. Ms J Williams: 
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Excursion. Oct 8 Local Peas: Dr R Hately 


Meeting 


Excursion Nov 5 Mine Rehabilitation, Stawell: Ms J Williams 
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FELD REPORTS 


Stephanie Davison - a Magpie harrassing a Black-shouldered 
Kite Over a vacant suburban block. Magpie continued to chase 
the kite after it had captured prey. Lyndsay commented that 
magpies often chase black and while birds as well as eagles. 


Ken McDonnell - at Invermay the McDonnells have a threesome 
nesting - one male and two female magpies. 


Genny Binns - in the home garden - a Hobby found sitting on top 
of its ‘catch’ -a Blackbird. 


Frank Harrap - adult Grey Butcherbird feeding in his garden at Mt 
Helen. 


Evelyn Kopinski - two Rosellas in the family garden. 


Greg Binns - pink Caladenias flowering at Clunes forest. In mid 
August near Fells Gully - a flock of about 2 dozen migrating 
Flame Robins of both sexes. 


Ken Hammond - at Mount Terirck Terrick State Park near 
Pryamid Hill - few birds including a pair of Black Kites, Mallee 
Ringnecks and Gilbert Whistlers. 


Carol Hall - regrowth and carpets of sundews at the Enfield 
Forest. 


Pat Murphy - Gold-dust Wattles flowering locally but not in the 
recently drought affected areas around Castlemaine. 
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DIARY DATES 


October 22: Excursion to Grenville area. Leaders: Peter and 
Jenny Sedgwick. 


October 25: Committee Meeting at at 
7.30 pm (Margaret Rotheram) 


November 3: Working Bee at 1.30pm to set up St Cuthberts Hall 
for the Stella Bedggood Memonal Lecture. Please bring 
Australian flowers for decoration and table cloths for supper 
tables. There will be a trading table. Goods such as cakes, jams, 
plants and produce should be brought to the hall during the 
aftemoon. Could members please bring extra supper for the 
evening. Remember that the evening begins at 8pm. 


March Campout - 1966 


Mount Martha FNC is hosting the camp at Portsea on Friday 
March 8 to Monday March 11, 1996. It will be held at Portsea 
Camp. Excursions include Bushrangers Bay, Cape Schank, Point 
Nepean and other areas on the Momington Peninsula. Further 
details are available from the Secretary. 


Victorian Naturalist 


Peter Fry is binding the past copies of the Victorian Naturalist. 
Some copies are missing. Please check your cupboards and 
bookshelves and return any copies which you may have 
borrowed. Those missing are: 
1988 Vol 105: 2,3,5,6 

1989 Vol 106: 1,2,3,6 

1990 Vol 107: 5,6 \ 


1992 Vol 109: 1 
1994 Vol 111: 2 Bye Sos 


IXTOTDFS 


The club campout is a highlight of the Ballarat Field 
Naturalists Club calendar. There is ample time for fun and 
games. This year we will be able to explore the Brisbane Ranges 
at the best time for many wildflowers. Lyndsay Fink, who 
worked in the park, will lead us to many interesting places. 


When: Friday evening 17th November to Sunday 19th 
November. 

Where: Baanya Biami at the north end of Brisbane Ranges 
National Park. See location map on the back of sheet. 

Cost: $29 per person for two nights accommodation. 

What to Bring: Sleeping Bag or linen and blanket. Food for the 
weekend - we will be packing lunch to take with us on Saturday 
and Sunday. Units have bunks with mattress and pillows. The 
kitchen and dining room are equipped with refrigeration, cooking 
equipment, cutlery and crockery. 


Please add your name to the list at the October meeting or 
let John Gregurke or Lyndsay Fink know as soon as possible. 


Ken McDonnell and John Gregurke led this workshop at our 
September meeting. They gave us an introduction on the system 
of classification and naming in plants (established by the 
Swedish naturalist Linnaeus in 1753). 

Using notes, projected diagrams, our own dissecting 
tools, and specimens from John and Kens’ gardens, we were. 
guided through the details of floral structure. This led also into 
interesting details on the various ways in which pollination takes 
place. 

An important point to remember is that there are many 
useful books explaining plant form and that most of these have a 
glossary - an essential aid. 

Thanks to John and Ken for organising this night for us. 


VD 


Clunes excursion 


Good winter rains after the long drought have restored the 
Clunes Swamps, now holding an abundance of water. Larger 
waterbirds, missing last year when the swamps dried out, have 
flocked back. Silver gulls, ever opportunistic, have already 
reserved many of the stumps. Swans are nesting and several 
clutches of downy cygnets were on the water. 

Despite a cool day, the weather remained fine for the 
September. 3 excursion, and Spring sunshine had brought out 
early wildflowers. It was good to welcome two new families with 
children who showed a keen enthusiasm for finding everything 
from orchids to scorpions, and frogs to sketelal bones. The 
Binns’ telescope proved invaluable at the swamps for viewing the 
Brolgas, who were disobligingly at the far end of Middle Swamp. 
Merrin Mertin, sparkling in the morning sunshine, yielded a good 
range of waterbirds - Black-winged Stilts stepping delicately 
through the rice grass: Shovellers pushing their bills through the 
shallows: Sacred and Strawnecked Ibis, White-faced and White- 
necked Herons and Yellow Spoonbills feeding on the margins: 
gulls wheeling overhead with Little Corellas and Galahs. 

Members looked at the regeneration of Redgums since 
the swamps were conserved. A healthy young forest is now 
growing between the two swamps, where Whitefronted Chats 
and Restless Flycatchers mingled with flocks of Dusky 
Woodswallows and Black-faced Cuckoo Shrikes. A visit to the 
back of Middle Swamp failed to produce a view of the elusive 
Brolgas but familiarised members with the swamp system, with a 
brief stop at the third swamp in the Fairview estate. 

The Clunes Forest proved typically fickle at this time of 
the year with fewer birds than on preparatory visits. But the harsh 
dry ground had yielded patches of fragile orchids - Pink Fingers, 
Blue Caladenias, Greenhoods - with Early Nancies to welcome 
the Spring and the white perfection of Scented Sundews. Yellow- 
tufted Honeyeaters have been dominant of late, with Yellow- 
faced, Fuscous and Red Wattlebirds. The afternoon stop yielded 
a sighting of Weebills. A pair of White-browed Babblers bowled 
up to enjoy the late sunshine; honeyeaters swung high in the 
canopy; while a pair of Wedgetail Eagles soared overhead. Both 
Striated and Spotted Pardalotes added a little splash of bright 
colour, with a Yellow Robin, Eastern Rosella, Red-rumped 
Parrots and Crested Pigeons among about 45 species. 


There were many signs of Spring - a pair of Pallid 
Cuckoos near Snizort, a family of young Wood Duck and three 
Masked Lapwing chicks with their parents at Clunes. A Yellow- 
rumped Thornbill’s nest had been wrecked by a predator bird 


with two eggs tossed out and showing apparent beak 
indentations. An Australian Raven was heard calling. 


Clunes Forest Sunday 3rd September, 1995 


The Clunes Forest is very dry. After a wet winter the forest has 
dried out quickly. We found this on the afternoon of our Clunes excursion 
when we visited the southern section of the Clunes Forest. 


Sharp eyes spotted Pink Fingers Caladenia catenata, Blue 
Caladenia C. caerulea and Dwarf Greenhood Pferostylis nana orchids. 
Early Nancies Wurmbea diocea were still flowering well and both male and 
female flowers were seen. The white flowers of Scented Sundew Drosera 
whittakeri were obvious. 


Hedge Wattles formed a dense habitat for small birds. Golden 
Wattle Acacia pycnantha was still flowering and there were a few plants of 
Gold-dust Wattle A. acinacea and one Spreading Wattle A. genistifolia 
which had been well pruned by kangaroos. 


The daisy family was represented by Bear's Ear and Yam Daisy in 
flower. The only eucalypts seen flowering were a few Yellow Gums 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon. JG 


Lerderderg Gorge Sunday 17th September, 
1995 


O'Briens Crossing is a popular picnic spot in the Lerderderg 
Gorge Forest Park. There are two distinct plant communities. Along the 
edge of the river Manna Gums Eucalyptus viminalis, Blackwood Acacia 
melanoxylon, Prickly Moses A. verticillata, Silver Wattle A. dealbata, 
Hazel Pomaderris Pomaderris aspera, Round-leaved Mint-bush 
Prostanthera rotundifolia and Woolly Tea-tree Leptospermum lanigerum 
were the dominant species. The slopes of the gorge are much drier and 
support a different community. Here the large trees are peppermints and 
understorey plants flowering were Purple Coral-pea Hardenbergia 
violacea, Cat's Claws Grevillea alpina, Pink Bells Tetratheca ciliata, Silky 
Hakea H. sericea. 


A few tall, weeping Cherry Ballarts Exocarpus cupressiformis 
were growing in the area. A similar plant was identified as Pale-fruit 
Ballart E. strictus. It was a shrub up to 2 metres with erect and angular 
foliage. The branches were covered with small green flowers. 


Along the path a wombat had been marking its territory with 
faeces on rocky outcrops along the path. The square, blocky pellets help 
this identification. 


While having lunch along the river Superb Blue Wrens, White- 
browed Scrubwrens were feeding on the ground close by. In the trees 
there were New Holland and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters. 


Climbing a ridge after lunch the yellow flowers of Bushy Parrot- 
pea Dillwynia ramosissima dominated the shrub layer. Several Tall 
Greenhoods Pterostylis longifolia were {lowering along the path. 


McLaughlin Lookout was our last stop for the day. The clear 
atmosphere allowed good views. Mt Macedon, Mt Buninyong, Anakie, 
and Mt Alexander were all visible. The tall buildings of Melbourne could 
be seen through the haze. A pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles were soaring 
on distant thermals. 


Thanks to Avis Barlow for leading this excursion to one of her 
favourite areas. JG. 


